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WORLD RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP 2002 DRIVERS
Philippe Bugalski

TEAM: Citroen 

CO-DRIVER: Jean-Paul Chiaroni 

NATIONALITY: French

2002 HIGHLIGHTS: 

MONTE CARLO: Retired 

SWEDEN: Did not compete 

CORSCIA: Fourth 

CATALUNYA: Third 

CYPRUS: Did not compete 

ARGENTINA: Did not compete 

GREECE: Did not compete 

SAFARI: Did not compete 

FINLAND: Did not compete 

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS: 

2001: Sixth on the Acropolis 

2000: French Rally Champion 

1999: WRC wins in Corsica and Spain 

1998: French Rally Champion 

1997: Sixth in Corsica 

1996: Joint French Rally Champion

The forgotten Frenchman - Bugalski was once a factory Lancia driver, but after the Italian team dropped him, he disappeared from the world scene altogether. He returned to his French domestic championship, showing good speed in a Renault Megane and then switching to Citroen. He's been a key player in the progress of the ZX and Xsara projects ever since, and despite a disappointing 2001, he has been remembered by Citroen for 2002.

Richard Burns

TEAM: Peugeot 

CO-DRIVER: Robert Reid 

NATIONALITY: English 

PRIVATE
2002 HIGHLIGHTS: 

MONTE CARLO: Eighth 

SWEDEN: Fourth 

CORSICA: Third 

CATALUNYA: Second 

CYPRUS: Second 

ARGENTINA: Excluded 

GREECE: Retired 

SAFARI: Retired 

FINLAND: Second 

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS: 

2001: WRC Champion 

2000: Runner up in WRC 

1999: Runner up in WRC 

1998: Scores two WRC victories 

1997: Sixth in WRC standings 

1996: Takes first WRC win in New Zealand, finishes ninth in standings 

1995: Ninth in WRC standings 

1994: Fifth on Safari Rally in a Group N Subaru Impreza 

1993: At 22, becomes the youngest British Rally Champion 

1992: Began rallying in a Talbot Sunbeam

Now rated as Britain's top driver, Burns has come a long way in his three seasons as effective number one with Subaru. He learned his world championship trade with Mitsubishi, then stepped in to replace Colin McRae at the end of 1998. Two runner up places in the WRC standings paved the way for title success in 2001. A switch to Peugeot for the new season sets up an intriguing battle with his new team mate, former World Champion Marcus Gronholm as Burns attempts to defend his title.

PRIVATE
Francois Delecour

TEAM: Mitsubishi 

CO-DRIVER: Daniel Grataloup 

NATIONALITY: French

2002 HIGHLIGHTS: 

MONTE CARLO: Ninth 

SWEDEN: 34th 

CORSICA: Seventh 

CATALUNYA: Ninth 

CYPRUS: 13th 

ARGENTINA: Retired 

GREECE: 11th 

SAFARI: Retired 

FINLAND: Retired 

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS: 

2001: Third in Monte Carlo 

2000: Sixth in WRC 

1999: Fourth in Monte Carlo 

1998: Second in Corsica 

1997: Third in French Rally Championship 

1993: Second in WRC 

1992: Third in WRC



A journalist's dream, a PR's nightmare... fiery Frenchman Delecour has never been afraid to speak his mind, be it focused on his car's inadequacies or accusing his rivals of cheating. But beneath the unpredictable skin Delecour is a mature and capable performer whose consistency with Ford last year was enough to impress the men at Mitsubishi.

Kenneth Eriksson

TEAM: Skoda 

CO-DRIVER: Tina Thorner 

NATIONALITY: Swedish

2002 HIGHLIGHTS: 

MONTE CARLO: 13th 

SWEDEN: Retired 

CORSICA: Retired 

CATALUNYA: 16th 

CYPRUS: Ninth 

ARGENTINA: Sixth 

GREECE: 14th 

SAFARI: Retired 

FINLAND: Retired 

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS: 

2001: Sixth place on Rally GB 

2000: 11th in WRC 

1999: Wins 2-litre class on Acropolis and New Zealand Rallies 

1997: Wins in Sweden and New Zealand 

1996: Fourth in WRC 

1995: Three wins and third in WRC

Perhaps not the driver he once was, Eriksson could be approaching the twilight of his long WRC career. After playing second fiddle to Hyundai team mate Alister McRae last year, he switches to Skoda for 2002 and much will be expected of the Swede. With Armin Scwarz moving the other way to take his seat at Hyundai, Skoda will be looking to Eriksson's experience to lead its attack. Always more of a threat on gravel, he has been crucial in moving Hyundai forward and Skoda will be hoping for more of the same.

Toni Gardemeister

TEAM: Skoda 

CO-DRIVER: Paavo Lukander 

NATIONALITY: Finnish

2002 HIGHLIGHTS: 

MONTE CARLO: 10th 

SWEDEN: Retired 

CORSICA: 12th 

CATALUNYA: 11th 

CYPRUS: 15th 

ARGENTINA: Fifth 

GREECE: 10th 

SAFARI: Retired 

FINLAND: 12th 

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS: 

2001: Fourth in Sweden 

2000: Fourth in Monte Carlo 

1999: Third in New Zealand 

1998: Two second places in WRC 2-litre class 

1997: Finnish 2-litre champion

Gardemeister has had something of a stop-start career in the WRC and despite setbacks has shown great promise. He comes from a long pedigree of great Finnish drivers, but has had to endure both highs and disappointments beyond what one would expect of his years. At only 24, he notched up his maiden WRC podium, but at 25 had completed a full season and lost his drive after Seat pulled the plug on its rallying campaign. Back in the WRC with Skoda in 2002, much is expected.



Marcus Gronholm

TEAM: Peugeot 

CO-DRIVER: Timo Rautiainen 

NATIONALITY: Finnish

2002 HIGHLIGHTS: 

MONTE CARLO: Fifth 

SWEDEN: First 

CORSICA: Second 

CATALUNYA: Fourth 

CYRPUS: First 

ARGENTINA: Excluded 

GREECE: Second 

SAFARI: Retired 

FINLAND: First 

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS: 

2001: Fourth in WRC with three wins 

2000: World Rally Champion 

1999: Fourth place on Rally Finland 

1998: Fifth on Swedish Rally 

1997: Finnish Rally Champion 

1996: Seventh on Swedish Rally
The gangly frame of the latest Finnish world champion only just fits inside the cosy cockpit of the Peugeot 206 WRC, but Gronholm knows how to make it go quickly enough. Good-humoured, yet ice-cool, he has shown prodigious speed on all surfaces - his only potential weak spot is mechanical sympathy when the going gets really rough.

PRIVATE
Roman Kresta

TEAM: Skoda 

CO-DRIVER: Jan Tomanek 

NATIONALITY: Czech

2002 HIGHLIGHTS: 

MONTE CARLO: Retired

SWEDEN: Did not compete 

CORSICA: 14th 

CATALUNYA: Did not compete 

CYRPUS: Retired 

ARGENTINA: Did not compete 

GREECE: Did not compete 

SAFARI: Seventh 

FINLAND: Did not compete 

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS: 

2001: Competed in two WRC events, Sanremo and Britain 

2000: Czech Rally Champion 

1998: Class winner in Czech Rally Championship 

1996: Second in Central Europe Championship



Roman Kresta will be the youngest works driver in this year's World Rally Championship and as such many eyes will be on the young Czech to see how he fares at the highest level. The 25-year-old has risen quietly up the ranks in recent years from relative obscurity under Skoda's wing. 

Sebastien Loeb

TEAM: Citroen 

CO-DRIVER: Daniel Elena 

NATIONALITY: French

PRIVATE
2002 HIGHLIGHTS: 

MONTE CARLO: 

Finished first, but demoted to second 

SWEDEN: 17th 

CORSICA: Did not compete 

CATALUNYA: Retired 

CYPRUS: Did not compete 

ARGENTINA: Did not compete 

GREECE: Seventh 

SAFARI: Fifth 

FINLAND: 10th 

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS: 

2001: Second in Sanremo, Super 1600 Champion 

2000: French Gravel Champion. Competed in two WRC rounds 

1999: Winner of Citroen Saxo kit car cup 

1998: Two wins in Citroen Saxo kit car cup

Sebastien Loeb has burst onto the World Rally scene in the last year and picked up many an admirer along the way. With little over five years of experience behind him, not a lot in rallying terms, the young Frenchman has bagged a works Citroen seat for seven outings in 2002, starting in Monte Carlo. With his speed on asphalt and a French gravel championship under his belt, he is certainly one to watch for the coming year.

Freddy Loix

TEAM: Hyundai 

CO-DRIVER: Sven Smeets 

NATIONALITY: Belgian

PRIVATE
2002 HIGHLIGHTS: 

MONTE CARLO: Retired 

SWEDEN: Retired 

CORSICA: Ninth 

CATALUNYA: 10th 

CYPRUS: Retired 

ARGENTINA: Retired 

GREECE: Retired 

SAFARI: Retired 

FINLAND: 9th 

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS: 

2001: Fourth in Spain 

2000: Fifith in Argentina

1999: Eighth in WRC 

1998: Eighth in WRC 

1997: Ninth in WRC 

1996: Eighth in WRC

The weather-beaten former team mate of Tommi Makinen still has speed, even if it was well disguised during his stint with Mitsubishi. Loix's cool temperament was stretched by a lack of testing with Mitsubishi, not to mention some colossal accidents. He was helped by his Marlboro contracts, but has turned to pastures new for 2002 with Hyundai and should have the measure of stable mate Armin Schwarz.

Tommi Makinen

TEAM: Subaru 

CO-DRIVER: Risto Mannisenmaki 

NATIONALITY: Finnish

2002 HIGHLIGHTS: 

MONTE CARLO: First 

SWEDEN: Retired 

CORSICA: Retired 

CATALUNYA: Retired 

CYPRUS: Third 

ARGENTINA: Retired 

GREECE: Retired 

SAFARI: Retired 

FINLAND: Sixth 

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS: 

2001: Three wins 

2000: One win in Monte Carlo 

1999: World Rally Champion 

1998: World Rally Champion 

1997: World Rally Champion 

1996: World Rally Champion

It is hard to imagine anyone ever beating Tommi Makinen's amazing record of four consecutive world championships. It's a feat that the Finn managed to achieve during the sport's most competitive period in recent times, and it's little wonder his allies chastise those who suggested he was merely lucky. As former Mitsubishi team boss Phil Short once put it, "You just don't have that much luck." Many are intrigued to see what his switch to Subaru, after such a long spell with Mitsubishi, will bring.

Markko Martin

TEAM: Ford 

CO-DRIVER: Michael Park 

NATIONALITY: Estonian

PRIVATE
2002 HIGHLIGHTS: 

MONTE CARLO: 12th 

SWEDEN: Did Not Start 

CORSICA: Eighth 

CATALUNYA: Eighth 

CYPRUS: Eighth 

ARGENTINA: Fourth 

GREECE: Sixth 

SAFARI: Fourth 

FINLAND: Fifth 

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS: 

2001: Fifth in Finland 

2000: Seventh in Portugal 

1999: Fifth on the Acropolis 

1998: Ninth on Rally GB 

1997: WRC debut with Toyota 


Martin caused a stir when he burst onto the scene as one of World Rally's future stars. Despite making his WRC debut in '97, his best result didn't come until a fifth place in Greece two years later. An unflustered style caught the eye of the Subaru team the following year and while he failed to match fellow young gun Petter Solberg in 2001, he unsurprisingly jumped at the chance to switch to Ford for 2002.

Alister McRae

TEAM: Mitsubishi 

CO-DRIVER: David Senior 

NATIONALITY: Scottish

PRIVATE
2002 HIGHLIGHTS: 

MONTE CARLO: 14th 

SWEDEN: Fifth 

CORSICA: 10th 

CATALUNYA: 13th 

CYPRUS: Retired 

ARGENTINA: Eighth 

GREECE: Retired 

SAFARI: Ninth 

FINLAND: Retired 

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS: 

2001: Fourth place on Rally GB 

2000: Seventh in Argentina 

1999: Winner of 2-litre class in Portugal 

1998: Seventh place in Spain and Corsica 

1997: Winner of 2-litre class in Portugal and Sweden 

1996: Wins Rally of Thailand with Subaru 

1995: British Rally Champion

Younger brother of Ford ace Colin, 1995 British champion Alister is fast developing a reputation as one of the gutsiest triers in the championship. He's shown good pace in World Rally Cars when he's been given the chance (he only stepped up to the category full-time in 2000) and has made enough of an impression over the last two years with Hyundai to grab the attention of Mitsubishi for 2002.

Colin McRae

TEAM: Ford 

CO-DRIVER: Nicky Grist 

NATIONALITY: Scottish

PRIVATE
2002 HIGHLIGHTS: 

MONTE CARLO: Fourth 

SWEDEN: Sixth 

CORSICA: Retired 

CATALUNYA: Sixth 

CYPRUS: Sixth 

ARGENTINA: Third 

GREECE: First 

SAFARI: First 

FINLAND: Retired 

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS: 

2001: Second in WRC 

2000: Fourth in WRC 

1999: Sixth in WRC 

1998: Third in WRC 

1997: Second in WRC 

1996: Second in WRC 

1995: World Rally Champion


Probably the biggest name in the sport, thanks to his spectacular driving style and millions of devoted PlayStation gamers, McRae has matured into one of the most consistently fast stars on the scene. Spending 1999 and 2000 developing the Focus into a winning package, he has so far scuppered his hopes of a second title, but after coming so close in 2001, he will certainly looking to get his own his back on Burns in 2002.

Gilles Panizzi

TEAM: Peugeot 

CO-DRIVER: Herve Panizzi 

NATIONALITY: French

2002 HIGHLIGHTS: 

MONTE CARLO: Seventh 

SWEDEN: 16th 

CORSICA: First 

CATALUNYA: First 

CYPRUS: 10th 

ARGENTINA: Retired 

GREECE: Retired 

SAFARI: Sixth 

FINLAND: Did not compete 

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS: 

2001: Wins in Sanremo 

2000: Two WRC wins 

1999: Second in Sanremo 

1998: Fourth on Rally Corsica 

1997: French Rally Champion 

1996: French Rally Champion

Panizzi is one of those drivers who you know is always going to get into the car and give 110 percent. There is an edge to his character outside the car that hints at the sheer will and determination that takes hold when behind the wheel. He is up there and often beyond the best on sealed surfaces, illustrated by past form in Sanremo and Corsica, but he has had to work at his pace on the loose stuff in order to hold onto his place at Peugeot. He needs to improve his consistency if he is to become to top challenger.

Thomas Radstrom

TEAM: Citroen 

CO-DRIVER: Denis Giraudet 

NATIONALITY: Swedish

2002 HIGHLIGHTS: 

MONTE CARLO: Retired 

SWEDEN: 37th 

CORSICA: Did Not Compete 

CATALUNYA: Retired 

CYPRUS: Did Not Compete 

ARGENTINA: Did Not Compete 

GREECE: Eighth 

SAFARI: Third 

FINLAND: Retired 

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS: 

2001: Second in Sweden 

2000: Fourth in Sweden 

1999: Third in Sweden 

1998: Sixth in Finland 

1997: Swedish Rally Champion 

1996: Sixth in Sweden and Finland

Time, it could be said, has almost passed Thomas Radstrom by, but that would be a shocking waste of a genuine talent. At 35, he is by no means in his prime, but his consistent results over the years, on the occasions when he has been given a decent car, prove that he is worthy of a top line drive. With Citroen showing its faith in him with a works seat for this year, he could throw up one or two surprises.

Carlos Sainz

TEAM: Ford 

CO-DRIVER: Luis Moya  

NATIONALITY: Spanish

PRIVATE
2002 HIGHLIGHTS: 

MONTE CARLO: Third 

SWEDEN: Third 

CORSICA: Sixth 

CATALUNYA: Retired 

CYPRUS: 11th 

ARGENTINA: First 

GREECE: Third 

SAFARI: Retired 

FINLAND: Fourth 

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS: 

2001: Sixth in WRC 

2000: Third in WRC 

1999: Fourth in WRC 

1998: Second in WRC 

1997: Third in WRC 

1992: World Rally Champion 

1990: World Rally Champion


A huge draw in the Spanish-speaking world, the Madrid-based double world champion is always a contender for titles, thanks to his sublime speed and consistency. Sainz is probably the ultimate professional of the sport. Few others put as much effort into testing, car set-ups and the public relations side of the business. He's the total package, but may have gone off the boil last season.

Armin Schwarz

TEAM: Hyundai 

CO-DRIVER: Manfred Hiemer 

NATIONALITY: Germany

PRIVATE
2002 HIGHLIGHTS: 

MONTE CARLO: Retired 

SWEDEN: Retired 

CORSICA: 13th 

CATALUNYA: 15th 

CYPRUS: Seventh 

ARGENTINA: Retired 

GREECE: Ninth 

SAFARI: Retired 

FINLAND: 13th 

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS: 

2001: Third place on Safari 

2000: Fifth in Greece 

1999: Part season with Skoda 

1998: Part season with Skoda 

1997: Part season with Skoda 

1996: Third in Monte Carlo

The 1996 European champion made the Skoda team his own since he joined the Czech outfit's fledgling World Rally Car programme in 1997. But Schwarz has decided he has had enough of struggling with a team forced to live by the length of its rope and will switch to Hyundai for 2002. Out of the frying pan and into the fire?

Petter Solberg

TEAM: Subaru 

CO-DRIVER: Phil Mills 

NATIONALITY: Norwegian

PRIVATE
2002 HIGHLIGHTS: 

MONTE CARLO: Sixth 

SWEDEN: Retired 

CORSICA: Fitfh 

CATALUNYA: Fitfh 

CYPRUS: Fitfh 

ARGENTINA: Second 

GREECE: Fifth 

SAFARI: Retired 

FINLAND: Third 

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS: 

2001: Second in Greece, 10th in WRC 

2000: Fourth in New Zealand, 10th in WRC 

1999: Ninth on Rally GB 

1998: 14th in Sweden on WRC debut


Norway's first real WRC hope cut his teeth in rally cross (a massive sport there) but it didn't take him long to make an impression at rallying's top flight. Plucked from obscurity by Ford in 1998, Solberg only needed 18 months to go from wet-behind-the-ears hotshot to Subaru's number two and a million-dollar salary. Little wonder he's many pundits' tip for a world title before too long. But can he cope with the pressure and give new team mate Tommi Makinen a run for his money?

Juha Kankkunen

TEAM: Hyundai 

CO-DRIVER: Juha Repo 

NATIONALITY: Finnish

PRIVATE
2002 HIGHLIGHTS: 

MONTE CARLO: Did not compete 

SWEDEN: Eighth 

CORSICA: Did not compete 

CATALUNYA: Did not compete 

CYPRUS: Retired 

ARGENTINA: Seventh 

GREECE: Retired 

SAFARI: Eighth 

FINLAND: Retired 

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS: 

1993: World Rally Champion 

1991: World Rally Champion 

1987: World Rally Champion 

1986: World Rally Champion 


Juha Kankkunen brings a wealth of success and experience to the Hyundai Castrol World Rally Team for the 2002 season. With four world championship crowns and 23-world rally wins to his credit, the Finn will be glad to be back in the world championship frame after a quiet couple of seasons. Kankkunen will contest the nine gravel rounds of the championship in the Accent WRC, with regular co-driver Juha Repo calling out the pace notes.

Harri Rovanpera 

TEAM: Peugeot 

CO-DRIVER: Risto Pietilainen 

NATIONALITY: Finnish

PRIVATE
2002 HIGHLIGHTS: 

MONTE CARLO: Retired 

SWEDEN: Second 

CORSICA: 11th 

CATALUNYA: 11th 

CYPRUS: Fourth 

ARGENTINA: Retired 

GREECE: Fourth 

SAFARI: Second 

FINLAND: Retired 

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS: 

2001: One wins 

2000: Ninth in WRC standings 

1999: First full WRC season 

1998: Fifth on Safari 

1997: Helps SEAT to F2 title 

1996: Wins Scottish Rally

Peugeot's loose-surface back-up is a quiet, reserved Finn who's done well to regain a reputation after a disastrous spell with SEAT. Rovanpera is blessed with enough speed on gravel and ice, although his asphalt ability remains questionable. He has a WRC win under his belt now, so while the spotlight will remain on Peugeot team mates Richard Burns and Marcus Gronholm, expect Rovanpera to steal the thunder from the world champions on occasion.
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